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Summary

The research problem lies in the fact that per capita consumption of ‘
fish in A.R.E is too low and the fish food gap is increasing at a rate
amounting to 9.9 thousand tons annually. However, fish production from
the Egyptian fisheries which amounts to 11.4 million feddans is also too
low to satisfy fish consumption and consequently fish prices and imports
are rising. Such a matter is due to the many obstacles which stood against

the development of Egyptian fisheries.
The objectives of the present investigation are:
I- Analysis of the elements of the fish problem in the period 1993-2004.

2- Statistical estimation of fish consumption functions at both the

individual and national levels.
Major finding of the study are:

I- The main determinant of the national fish consumption capacity using
current prices in the analysis are the national consumption capacity of
non fish white meat , price of Bulty fish per ton and population
numbers. These factors explain 97.8% of the annual variation in the

quantity consumed of fish nationally.

2- The main determinant of the per capita fish consumption capacity
using current prices in the analysis are the per capita consumption
expenditures and the per capita consumption capacity of red meat.
These factors explain 91.1% of the annual variation in the per capita

consumption of fish.

3- The average annual per capita consumption of fish in urban areas is
higher than for in rural areas and also the per capita fish expenditures

in urban areas are higher than in rural areas.



4- The income elasticity of demand for fresh fish amounts to 0.60 in
urban areas and to 0.63 in rural areas. This implies that fish is a .

necessary food commodity in both urban and rural areas.
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