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Abstract:

The issues of workers' rights violations and the commission of severe
labor law infringements, to the extent of infringing on human rights,
are not new matters in the legal field. However, recent practices in the
fashion industry have revived many crises related to forced labor,
unfair wages, unsafe working conditions, child labor, and more. The
phenomenon in question is referred to as the "Fast Fashion Industry,"
which reflects the fashion trade's attempt to keep up with increased
consumer demand—resulting from various factors—by accelerating
production processes and multiplying the volume of goods produced.
Producers have found that the most effective means of achieving this
goal is subcontracting through a lengthy chain of suppliers and
relocating manufacturing to countries with low-wage labor and weak
enforcement of labor laws. While this solution has proven effective in
maximizing commercial profits for fashion companies, it has
simultaneously stripped workers in supply chains of many of their
fundamental rights, exposing them to severe risks and inhumane
treatment.

Thus, the negative effects of the fast fashion phenomenon have
emerged on the rules of national and international labor law, posing
significant legal and humanitarian challenges that have recently
attracted notable attention in legal thought. This study aims to observe
this modern phenomenon, identify its causes, determine its negative
impacts in comparative laws and Egyptian law, and finally, explore
proposed legal measures to mitigate its harms.

This study also seeks to examine the extent to which the phenomenon
under study, or similar occurrences, exist in the Egyptian labor
community, as well as the efforts made by the Egyptian
government and relevant international organizations to address
it.

* Key Words:

Fast fashion industry — workers’ rights — supply chains.
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I MARK K. BREWER, Fashion Law: More than Wigs, Gowns, and Intellectual Property,
54 San Diego Law Review 739, Fall, 2017, P.16.
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1 Ibid.

2 Vanderbilt journal of entertainment and technology law, The Hidden Costs Behind Cheap
Clothing: Addressing Fast Fashion's Environmental and Humanitarian Impact, 25 Vand. J.
Ent. & Tech. L. 541, Spring, 2023, p.2.

% 1bid, p.3-4.

See Also: Katrina L. Wilkinson, A Legal Solution To The Fast Fashion Problem, Arizona
Journal of Environmental Law and Policy, Spring, 2021.
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! Emory International Law Review, "GREEN" IS THE NEW BLACK: ENFORCING
CONSUMER PROTECTION LAWS AGAINST GREENWASHING IN THE FASHION
INDUSTRY, 38 Emory Int'l L. Rev. 191, 2024, p.1-2.

2 Sarah Dadush, THE LAW OF IDENTITY HARM, 96 Washington University Law
Review 803, 2019, p.2.

3 1bid.
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! Claire Montgomery, Op.cit.

Vanderbilt journal of entertainment and technology law, Op.cit, p.5.
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Raffaele Trombetta, Is the G7 still relevant?, Expert Analysis, March 2024 .

3 Mark K. Brewer, Op.cit, p.26.
4 Ibid.
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L Vanderbilt journal of entertainment and technology law, The Hidden Costs Behind Cheap
Clothing: Addressing Fast Fashion's Environmental and Humanitarian Impact, Op.cit, p.14-
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2 Ibid, p.11-12.

% Ibid, p. 19-20.

4 Madeline A. James, Op.cit, p. 13-14.

5 Kishanthi Parella, Protecting Third Parties in Contracts, 58 American Business Law
Journal 327, Summer 2021, p.23.
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2 Betina A. Baumgarten, Op.cit, P.5.
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Emory International Law Review, Op.cit, p.14.
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! Ibid.

Charlotte Edwards, Reports say supply chain workers for Chinese retailer Shein are
working 75 hours a week, BBC news, May 13, 2024.
https://www.bbc.com/arabic/articles/cx9wwlv784wo (last visited: 11/21/2024)

2 El Dickson, Are Shein Workers Hiding Secret Messages in Clothing Tags to Beg for
Help?, ROLLING STONE, June 15, 2022.

% Lukas Peters, Zara.com: E-Commerce Net Sales from 2014 to 2022, STATISTA.
https://www.statista.com/forecasts/1218316/zara-revenue-development-ecommercedb. (last
visited: 11/21/2024)

4 Claire Montgomery, Op.cit, p.8.

> Ibid, p.16.

5 Ibid, p.8.
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1 Colleen Curry, Zara Customers Find Notes from Unpaid Workers Hidden in Clothes,
GLOBAL CITIZEN, Nov. 6, 2023.
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/zara-clothes-come-with-hidden-notes-from-
unpaid-wo/. (last visited 11/21/2024)
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3 James Hitchings-Hales, Hundreds of H&M and Gap Factory Workers Abused Daily,
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https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/hm-gap-factory-abuse-fast-fashion-workers/. Last
visited 11/22/2024.

4 https://remake.world/ (Last visited 11/22/2024)
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2 International Labour Organization, Vision Zero Fund: Achieving a world without
occupational accidents and diseases, Geneva, p.6. www.ilo.org/vzf (last accessed:
12/3/2024).
3 International Labour Organization, Vision Zero Fund Strategy 2019-2023: Collective
Action for Safe and Healthy Supply Chains, Geneva, p.3. vzf@ilo.org (last accessed:
12/3/2024).
4 International Labour Organization, Vision Zero Fund: Achieving a world without
occupational accidents and diseases, Op.cit, p.1.
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Y International Labour Organization, Vision Zero Fund Strategy 2019-2023: Collective
Action for Safe and Healthy Supply Chains, Op.cit, p.10.

2 1hid.

% Ibid.

4 Directive (Eu) 2024/1760 Of the European Parliament and Of the Council of 13 June 2024
on corporate sustainability due diligence and amending Directive (EU) 2019/1937 and
Regulation (EU) 2023/2859, Official Journal of the European Union.
http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2024/1760/oj (last accessed 12/3/2024).
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! European Commission, Just and sustainable economy: Commission lays down rules for
companies to respect human rights and environment in global value chains, Brussels, 23
February 2022.
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/api/files/attachment/871529/Factsheet%20JUS
T%20AND%20SUSTAINABLE%20ECONOMY .pdf (last accessed 12/3/2024).

2 European Commission, Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence, Frequently
Asked Questions, 1049, Brussels, p.4.
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/7a3e9980-5fda-4760-8f25-
bc5571806033_en?filename=240719 CSDD_FAQ _final.pdf (last accessed 12/3/2024).

3 European Commission, Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence, Op.cit, p.5.
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! Directive (Eu) 2024/1760 Of the European Parliament and Of the Council of 13 June 2024
on corporate sustainability due diligence, Op.cit, Article 5/2 & 3.

2 bid, Article 19/1.

3 Mark K. Brewer, Op.cit, p.28.

Claire Montgomery, Op.cit, p.13-14.
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! Official Journal of French Republic, LAW No. 2017-399 of March 27, 2017, relating to
the duty of vigilance of parent companies and contracting companies.
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000034290626 (last accessed:
12/4/2024)

2 DG Trésor, New law on the duty of vigilance of parent companies and on its affiliated
entities, 9 May 2017, p.1.
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! bid.

2 Anne DUTHILLEUL and Matthias DE JOUVENEL, Report: Mission to monitor the
implementation of the Duty of Vigilance Act, 20 February 2020.

3 Christophe Clerc, The French ‘Duty of Vigilance’ Law: Lessons for an EU directive on
due diligence in multinational supply chains, ETUI Policy Brief, European Economic,
Employment and Social Policy, N°1/2021, p.3.

4 California Transparency in Supply Chains Act (Senate Bill 657) (CTSCA), issued on 30
September 2010.
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! Marieke Koekkoek, Axel Marx and Jan Wouters, Monitoring Forced Labour and Slavery
in Global Supply Chains: The Case of the California Act on Transparency in Supply
Chains, Global Policy, VVolume 8, Issue 4, November 2017, p.523.

2 John Pickles & Shengjun Zhu, The California Transparency in Supply Chains Act:
Capturing the Gains, economic and social upgrading in global production networks, 2013,
p.3.

3 Kishanthi Parella, Op.cit, p.23-25.

4 Marieke Koekkoek, et al, Op.cit, p.523-524.

5 Rachel N. Birkey, Ronald P. Guidry, Mohammad Azizul Islam, and Dennis M. Patten,
Mandated Social Disclosure: An Analysis of the Response to the California Transparency
in Supply Chains Act of 2010, Journal of Business Ethics, Springer, 2018, p.831.

43



e i NS ANy b ol Jlae dlaa ogild 3
:1 (California’s Garment Worker Protection Act)

039 " ouDlall Jlae " dlead (aadie ¢ sl 13 of el 8 4ibiadle jany las
Jiaa & Oalalall (3 g8als ) 3le 4% sy de 5 (e O 5ilE Jsl alany Lo e
2 Zay ) £l Y1 deliva il jlas daih Cilaa) e ) silay L dga sal £l 5Y)

(sl a8l 5l L 5 8 Ll 1 L ) @IS AV 5 b o 8l 13 el (S
Sl Lia i clelivall JS0 el Y Aclia o Y 6l da S calaa Gua
costadl et Ada o g 5 B 5 s deliall oda S 55 Jleall (356
(oadd Gl 40 slag e pes dam cpudhe giae 2000 (e i Lo 3a 5 Cua
Qagdclu 12 A 10 0o peles Clelu 7 5l 53 ) aleall sludll (0 agille
Jiie e Jalall Jimny Gun "Aadadlly a1 alai ) adladl) oda Lali
Al ra 5o oa¥) 5N (358 Aalil) e Jaladl 3y 58 caand Aplae JSI s 2 )
3aten go e il 1 al n dnans Lo Il

4gal5al 1999 ale & Jlanll (8 s8a dlaad § 58 laal L) SIS 43V ) (3o
ZUl 5 cJlaadl )l dd 5 Wl ale (€5 Jlae V) cilaal 43l) bl 31 sl
3 S SN At i Al s e ol gl s e Jsan]) Jleall
Il &) gan 8 ald (S S e ¥ delina e cpadldll o je 0 54l
2l cagl) LSRN Jixiall e gl e il Las 4na piai Jn BT 3a0s dia
A S S5 Yed 1999 () 518 ax,y

Jhae Al ¢ i Wi, S 4 5 oSla 2ol (ailiil) 38 dallas e Shee
DA e JY) (8 2l s JR0 A1 5 2021 Lsais i 27 gl "Dl
Cagok peat 5 dlile el e ) bl IS5 (5 gy 12022
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! Senate Bill No. 62, Garment Worker Protection Act, an act to amend Sections 1174.1,
2670, 2671, 2673, 2673.1, and 2675.5 of, and to add Section 2673.2 to, the Labor Code,
relating to employment, Approved by Governor September 27, 2021.

2 Vanderbilt journal of entertainment and technology law, Op.cit, p.11-12.

3 Senator Durazo; Coauthors: Skinner, Gonzalez, Hertzberg, and Leyva, SB 62 — Garment
Workers Protection Act summary, California Religious Action Center.
https://rac.org/sites/default/files/2021-

08/garment_workers protection_act sb 62 _summary.pdf (last accessed 13/4/2024).

4 Michael R. Littenberg, Samantha Elliott, and Abigail Alfaro, California Adopts Garment
Worker Protection Act, Creating New Obligations for Manufacturers, Contractors and
Brands, Ropes & Gray, ESG, CSR & Business and Human Rights, October 27, 2021, p.1.
® 1hid.
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! Senate Bill No. 62, Garment Worker Protection Act, Op.cit.
2 Vanderbilt journal of entertainment and technology law, Op.cit, p.11-12.
% Ibid, p.10-11.
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! Betina A. Baumgarten, Op.cit, p.9.

2 1bid, p.10.

3 Solidarity Center, GLOBAL GARMENT AND TEXTILE INDUSTRIES Workers,
Rights and Working Conditions, April 2023.

Garment-Textile-Industry-Fact-Sheet-4-12-23 PDF www.solidaritycenter.org (last accessed
12/5/2024)
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! Marieke Koekkoek, et al, Op.cit, p.522-523.

2 Jasmin Malik Chua, Most Fashion Companies Agree Transparency is Important; Few
Have Achieved It, SOURCING J., Dec. 2, 2021.
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/sustainability/serai-kpmg-transparency-visibility-
fashion-supply-chains-forcedlabor-315941/. (last accessed 12/5/2024)

3 Lisa Bollinger Gehman, Op.cit, p.16.

# Vanderbilt journal of entertainment and technology law, Op.cit, p.18-19.
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! Official Journal of French Republic, LAW No. 2017-399 of March 27, 2017, relating to
the duty of vigilance of parent companies and contracting companies, Op.cit.

2 California Transparency in Supply Chains Act (Senate Bill 657) (CTSCA), issued on 30
September 2010, Op.cit.

3 Lisa Bollinger Gehman, Op.cit, p.13-14.

4 Ibid.

5 John Pickles & Shengjun Zhu, Op.cit, p.3-4.
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! Christophe Clerc, Op.cit, p.2.
2 Betina A. Baumgarten, Op.cit, p.14-17.
3 15U.S.C. 88 1451-1461, Fair Packaging and Labeling Act, effective July 1, 1967.
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! Betina A. Baumgarten, Op.cit, p.14.
2 |bid.
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! Claire Montgomery, Op.cit, p.19-20.
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