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Abstract:

The crimes of electronic defamation and insult have emerged as
significant legal challenges in the age of social media, posing serious
threats to individual dignity while raising complex issues related to
evidence and legal interpretation. This study aims to examine the legal
framework governing these crimes under Qatari law by analyzing
their constituent legal elements, reviewing relevant judicial rulings,
and conducting a comparative analysis with Egyptian and Kuwaiti
legislation.

The research adopts an integrated legal methodology that
includes analytical examination of Qatari legal texts, comparative
evaluation of similar laws in other Arab jurisdictions, and practical
application through the analysis of rulings issued by the Qatari Court
of Cassation. The study reveals that, despite the existence of legal
provisions addressing defamation and insult, Qatari legislation still
lacks comprehensive adaptation to the specific characteristics of
digital crimes—particularly regarding the concept of digital publicity,
the means used, and the admissibility of electronic evidence.

The study concludes with several key findings, most notably the
urgent need to update Qatari legislation to encompass the evolving
forms of online defamation and insult, to include clear provisions that
regulate digital formats and procedures, and to strengthen the
judiciary’s capacity to interpret and apply digital criminal concepts
effectively. It also recommends expanding the scope of electronic

evidence to ensure the protection of individuals’ rights while
519



maintaining a careful balance with freedom of expression.

This research contributes to the development of Qatari criminal
policy by reinforcing its ability to address emerging forms of digital
aggression, thereby ensuring the protection of human dignity
alongside the preservation of expressive freedoms in the digital era.
Keywords: Electronic defamation, online insult, Qatari law, digital
crime, social media, comparative legal analysis, Court of Cassation,
criminal protection, electronic evidence, digital publicity, human

rights, freedom of expression.
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